
Discuss the multi-layered significance of the title Swan Song.

If you read them, discuss the storylines leading up to Swan Song in Elin Hilderbrand's 

Nantucket novels.

Compare and contrast this novel to the best Elin Hilderbrand novels you've read.

Discuss the author's choice to tie Chief of Police Ed Kapenash's character arc into this story.

Why do you think the author chose a mysterious fire to be central to this story?

Why did Ed want to be involved in the investigation?

It's mentioned that "The late great novelist John Gardner famously said that there are only 

two plots: One, a person goes on a journey, and two, a stranger comes to town." Do you 

agree?

Technically, three strangers come to town. Whose story is it?

Name as many Easter eggs from other Elin Hilderbrand novels as you can.

What was your favorite Nantucket reference?

What was your favorite pop culture reference?

Why is this popular Mary Oliver quote from the poem "The Summer Day" repeated 

(including as the title of the final chapter): "Tell me, what is it you plan to do / with your one 

wild and precious life?"

What do you make of the novel's many book and author references?
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Why did Colleen (Coco) accept the job with the Richardsons?

What was your favorite Richardson party and why?

Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the Richardsons.

Why were the islanders so intrigued by the Richardsons?

Why did Leslee want to get into The Field and Oar Club so badly?

What is the significance of the names 888 and Hedonism?

How did the author incorporate diversity into this novel?

Did you like Coco's screenplay ideas?

Who did you think started the fire?

What did you think happened to Coco?

Without giving anything away, what would you have done if you were Coco?

Are Bull and Leslee a good couple?

Did the ending surprise you?

Discuss the final sentence.

What do you think is next in the lives of these characters?

Did Elin Hilderbrand's Swan Song live up to the hype (literary and figuratively)?

What is Elin Hilderbrand's legacy?
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